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Cylinder numbers on modern Indian adhesives

There has been little if any published material on these marginal markings, which have been found on definitive stamps
issued since 1967, Gupta, in his Specialised Catalogue of Modern India Stamps, states that the printer imprint and the
number of the cylinder, were inscribed in the sheet margin as a result of a recommendation of the Working Group of
the Philatelic Seminar of 1967. The India Study Circle has no record of any involvement in this probably very interesting
forum. The decision much enlarges the scope for study of these plentiful and interesting issues.

Gupta does tentatively record ranges of cylinder numbers but his work is not supplemented beyond 1985. The current
very handy stamp catalogue from Phila India includes an interesting chapter on the subject of marginal markings as a
whole area of study on the modern issues, and The Silver Key to the Golden Treasure of Indian Philately, from Manik
Jain and 5.B. Kothari, Calcutta, 1986 has a chapter on marginal markings for the period before 1947, Gupta positions the
varieties that he lists, identifying the cylinder, so from him we have some idea of the expected range for an issue.

It has fallen to Ray Green, an energetic philatelist in these issues, to offer a personal list of cylinder numbers seen and
recorded to date. In preparing this table, | have not attempted to date the issues; this can easily be done from the usual
sources. The denomination is recorded exactly as inscribed on the stamp. Varieties of positioning of the ‘Govt of India’
watermark are ignored.

[ list here findings from Ray Green that enlarge the notes Gupta makes below his listing of each issue. He lists up to
1988.

Bolded entries have been checked against Gupta, italicised are definitely recorded by him. A list from Ray Green for later
issues was in [ndia Post 156.
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Examples of cylinder markings on sheet margins listed above
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